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By EDWIN C. HILL.
W that my friend John A Stewart
has retired from the human yace
called commuting,” sald Chauncey
M. Depew, referring to the ninety-nine year
old banker who Is still, however, in activ
business life, "I figure that I am entltled 1
the distinction of being the oldest com-
muter.”

The man who has made more people lnugh
than any other person now slive did not

~rlpok sufficiently , burdened with years to

claim any distinetion based upon extremc
age, for, as he stood in front of the fireplace
in the @rawing room of his home at 27 AWest
Fifty-fourth street, legs planted well apart,
shoulders square, hands clasped behind his
hack, He did not lopk within fifteen years of
the elghty-elght he must ackfowledge.

We were chatting over a range of joples,
Senator Depew helng one of the most enter-
laining conversationalists 1 have ever
enown, and the topic of commuting and com-
muters bobbed up out of some casunl talk
on - rallroading.  His eye gleumed reflec-
tively.

“Now, there's another life experience .1
should have kept a diary on,” he ruminated,
"Funny thing, but I never have had the
diary habit. I should have kept such daily
chroniclés upon at least three activities—
politics, railroading and social life. You will
Indulge me Iif 1 say that T have had some
mo#t pleturesque and entertaining experi-
enees In all thrée flelds.” £

“The record, such as It is, all too incom-

/plete as it is, speaks for itself,” 1 interjected.

“Well, perhaps so0,” gaid the Senator—it
s a title that clings to him somehow,
“Maybe, after all, T was wise not to seratch
down my everyday experiences. We are
apt to get prosy In diary keeping, to set
down a mass of trivial and Inconsequential
experiences which may mean much to us at
the time of their occurrence, but which
count for nothing after a decade or leas, 1
think one is apt to lose perspective in keep-
ing a dlary.

Never Kept Diary of Letters
And Finds Memory Serves

“Not s0 long ago,” he continued in that
pleasant voice of his, I made it my business
lo read up on & number of important diarjes.
Take John Morley's., After reading Morley's
I was glad T had kept none myself, for In
writing his autoblography he simply dumped
into it the masses of his diary, and this made
soveral volumes of very tiresome reading.
No, It may interest youn, Hill, to know that
L have never kept any sort of record -of any
of my experiences in a pretty active life,

“I never let letterm accumulate and 1 re-
tadn no other memoranda except numerous
published speeches full of aneedotes and
personal experiences, In preparing my auto-
‘miography, which after several months
pretty steady work I have just finlshed at
a length of 140,000 words, 1 was myself sur-
prised at the frultfulness and clearness of
my recollaction of men and events, 7T
checked up wherever possible, but in almos!
every Instance 1 f8und that my original
recollection was reasonaply accurate - and
falthful.”

Tt's a pity always to divert Senator Depew
as he runs easily along the smooth highway
of his fluent conversation, but T wanted
vary much to hear something about the rall-
road commuting of the old days, the subur-
han travel of sixty years ago, Therefore T
asked him to turn the lantern of his mind
hack Into the nineteenth century, and pretty
far back, and tell me what he discerned.

. He laughed,

“Well, let's see” he began. “It's hard to
Legin. T have been running back and forth
hetween Nelv York and Peekskill or spme
other polnt up the Hudson for sixty vears
easfly. I became attorney for the road in
1866. That was fifty-five years ago, and for
four or five years previous to that, in politics,
I was n commuter in good standing—hnd to
pay my way, too, which is more than they
made me do when T became one of their
vounsel. Fay sixty years covers my com,
muting experience.

"Possibly vou didn't know commuting wis
thay anefent? As a matter of fact, commut-
ing and the running of traine pegan at the
came time. T have in my office—It s one
of the curlosities of the offlee--—-a commu-
tiutjon tleket that was made out on May 1,
1858—sixty-five vears ago—to one T. . Van
Hopsen, and thiz ticket, Na, 75, eost the gen-
tleman £112.60, enabling him to travel he-
tween New York and Sing Bing (evidently
he was not a hoarder in one of onr well
known institutions up that way) for a whaole
Vear.

“Pretty cheap when yon eome to think

~about 1}, though Mr. Van Hoesen and fellnw
travellers didn't get as much for their money
ne commuters get nowndava, Those tiokets
were a8 bl as cabinet photogranhs, and
nithough they were supposed to be used anly
hy the person whose name was signed there-
upon they were passed through the family
and even used hy outslders,
.

Days of Brilliant Conversation
Instead of Mere Card Playing

“As I think of the old days when 1 used
o elimb aboard the old wooden, kerpsene
oll lighted cars of the Hudson River Railroad
the elrcumstance that sticks In my. ming Is
the good talks we used to have—the really
teflllant and  valuable conversation that
onlivened these trips up nnd down the rivep
lank: T never saw cards played then.
Thore were no auction or poker parties kill-
ing time in the club or regular cars for a trip
of an hour to two hofirs such as are so
famillar now. Cards were nowhere 2o popu-
lnr~as they nre now, [ think an old fash-
joned rellgious prejudice ngainst them st
oxisted and interdMted their use except In
rather ultra-modern, exceptionally gay elr-
cles,” The men who travelled dally In those
fdays of sixty years ago loved the sound of
shelr' own’ volees and took a mood deal of
pride In thelr general knowledge and enl
fure.

“I remember our set of commuters from

- Peekekill uged to gather habitually around o
‘ﬁ? brilllar! lawger—long since dead-—and
follow his lead In & running convdrantion
that lasted nll the way down or ap the Hud-

. and In which we &ettled most of the
problems of the unlverse. The Aiscussions
wore sometimes quite violent, although [*do
not recal] anybody ever fssuing o challenge

‘1o m duel, :

“Tolitics, religion.  literature were  the
three groat toples. When Charles Dickens
published a new book It ereated as much stir
over here back In those days as the world
serjes In baseball does now, That's hard to
helieVe, perhaps, hut 1 assure you that such
Wik the trend and bent of men's minds then
when | was n youth

MLocpl happenings 160k tp o good part of
the irain conversafion of that time, for the
twilce a day mectings on the commutation

.

Tells of Early Rai'lroading Days Back in 1866 When He Travelled Daily Between New York
and Peekskill and Recalls the Vast Changes in Service Since Then, Incidentally
Showing. His Interviewer Why He Never Kept a Diary
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trains furnished a clearing house of town or
villag® gossip, but as a rule the talk was on

more important things and was of a_very”

high order,

“What has become of good conversation?
Has it gone to that mysterious bourne which
has swallowed up the art of letter writing?

“Then men talked or read books. One

seldam saw a newspaper in the commutation
trains of more than halfl a century ago,
where now there is a paper hiding every
face.
« "1 spoke of Mr. Stewart a moment ago,”
Mr. Depew continued. “He is the oldest
man living that T can reeall as a fellow
pagsenger. Back in thoge days he com-
muted from somewhere near Yonkers, 1
think, and I remembher very clearly avhat a
keen and competent mind he had when he
interested himself in our discusslons. His
conversation was always shrewd on political
and financlal conditions. I was not much
more than & boy when he =ald to me on the
traln one day:

“'You have a tulent for publie life. That
is excellent, Train yourself for it. The

TRAVELLED ON THE /
EN AnD FRIEND HUSBANL o =

z
\%’v/ f————‘"z,

JHE KERQSENE
LAMP Was
CONSTCEREL T0
BE A B¢

IMFPROVEMENT p

A COwW CouLL

BUTT THEN OFF THE TRACK

AND SOMETIMES D/O

- /-v” i ?J—%ﬁ%ffz - Y >

WHEN CHARL ES
PICKENS PUBLISHED
A New Boor Ir
CREATED AS MycH,
STIR ASTHE WORLDS

SER/IE S
e |

i

g ¥

couniry needs people whd are competent Lol
that service. They ought to be as well
trained for public service as for bdnking or
rallroading."

“Simple common sense, of course, but I re-
member that Ftewart’s words of long ago
made a deep impression upon me, A great
deal of gur trouble has come through the
inefleient government of poorly trained morr
or through the blundering of men not tridned
at all but boosted Into office by political
machines, But I must not be tog discursive.
We are talking about commuting.

“Few women travelled on the commuting
trains then, and Frlend Husband 414 the
shopping. It Is perfectly casy to see whers
the anclent jest of the overburdened, stag-
gering commuter sprang from, boecause 1
have Uvely recollections of Smith or Jones
or Brown executing the orders of his better
half and conveying home from New York n
mule's load of odds and ends. Travel was
not 8o agreeable for women folk, you see, as
it 1= now, and they had not then so much
the habit of travel—for 1 have found that
travel |8 something of a hubit. That knowl-

SPECULATARS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN JROYBLESOME

wige enters into the peychology of railroad
management,

“Bpeaking of shopping, it was not a very
discreet thing, so far as one's own town was
concerned, to 'do much shopping in New
York. Buylng out of one's own Hitle village
was not au foit at xll. 1t made one unpopu-

lar among the lpeal tradesmen., who bad
thelr own little ways of sqbaring the ac-
count. Moreover, they kept a close eye upon

travellers, and if Brown came home with an
armload from Brother Stewart's store down
where Tae New York Hemarp i{s published
now the whole town knew it and commented
unfavoranbly upon it.

“Am | rambling too much?
me, but I am chatting about the tople of
old time local train serviee fust as things
flit into my mind, Commuting, os 1 think
1 have sald, dates back to the earllest days
of rallroading, when the old horse cars were
running in and out of New York. Even in
the early =ixties, when steam engines were
dragging trains down to Thirtleth street,
horse cars were used to haul the passengers
from there to Chambers street,

If s0 stop

“They were {unny old trains, now that one
looks back upon them over the sweep of
half a century or more, for there is a yast
difference between the commuting of to-day
and commuting when I was a young man
fust starting a eareer. They used old
wooden cars then, Many of the tralns were
made.up of such cars, with seats along the
sides, though the Harlem Rallropd had cars
with cross seats, The ut-ay'rm capacity then
was from fifty to sixty persons.

“Heat for the coaches was supplied by two
wood burning stoves, one at ench end of the
ear. 1 have a very clear recollection of the
times when brakemen, too lazy to build a
fire in the wood burners, set a red lantern
insglde the stoves to fool the passengers into
belleving they were getting heat. We are
used to different comforis nowadaye, but [
certalnly would like tp =ee some of the
present day grumblers riding in the coaches
they used back In the sixties, when even
the lttke old epgines were fired with wood.

“The first lights used on the Harlem road,”
Senator Depew resumed, “were sperm ol
lights., Bome of the other roads used can-

Old Downtown Hotels

in common, but they do resemble
each gther in the gold blooded way
they wreck famous old hotels and erect gn
thelr sites new bulldings that better serve
modern needd and purposes. The hotels that
fzure In books of travel when to make the
grand tour was the proper way to finish off
a young man's education, and those which
are the scenes of famous novels written In
the B0s of the last century, Paris knows no
longer. They have been succeeded by the
Elysee Palace, the Metropole and a score of
ather modern caravansarles, While one
writes one would not be surprised to hear
that the Grand Hotel, the famous hostelry
near the Girand Opera House, had been raged,
U'nsentimentally have New York's ancient
hotels been treated. Let but the flood of
fashion ebb about thelr viginity and down
%o the old housed, leavipg “not & rack be-
hind,” not a regret und recollections only
n the mipds of o few old boys
Stevens House Lasted Long.
But Old Age Was Pitiable
The Stevens House, at Broadway and Mor-
ris wtreet, lasted o long time, hut to n pititual
uld  age, without dignity or romanoe,
French's of Park Row, ocoupying the site
of what is now the Pulitzer Bulldlng, knew
better thun to Ing superfiuous, Three or
four other houses which are Impertant in
theyannals of down town are, like thege two,
forgotten mns if they had never . One
hatel In this distriet had “soul™ enough te
have Impressed Itself on  everybody ‘who
vame to New York., This was the Astor
House, at ~ Broadway, Vesey and Barclay

atreets.  Part of the old structure atil)
stands.

IPrench's Hotel stood for forty vears and
onjoyed & prosperous career owing to pat-
ronnge drawn from the New England States,
upper New York and the Middle Btates, It
was strictly a commaorelal hotel, run on the
American plan, which was the general plan
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NEW YORK and Paris have not mu::l:

in the years following the civil war,

During its last years French's lost some
of Its "class" and drew cllents from mare
economical people, and the plan was tried
of letting rooms without meals and a res-
taurant was opened on the strect floor. In
the basement of this hotel the late A, W.
Dennett, who was the originator, of the
“guick Tuneh.'
dust on the floor and started to feed the
thickly populated district with beans, nle,
wheat cakes and "sinkers.”

From this beginning Dennett's grew to
great proportions, with brunches in various
sections of New York nanfl Bpooklyn and ex-
tending to Philadelphia and Boston, The
Inrgest of his New York plaves was at 20
Furk row, where theusands of persons, in-
cluding =ome NeWSPAPeF Men, Wers gerved
dally.

Dennett Noted for Charities:
Lost His All and Died Pour

Dennett was a very veliglous man nmd
used to hang signs In the shape of SBcrip-
ture text In what some critleal persans called
his "Jointa,” besides holding rellgious =or-
vieea morning and evening for his “help”
hefore they began thelr hours of ssrviie
He wag noted for his charities, and amone
these waa a freo lodging house at 39 Bow-
cry, where he fed the down and out “with.
cut money and without price,” He digd ul-
moet penniless, having distributed most of
Mg money in charity and wasted a portlon
of It In bad Investments. The name, oncoe »
“househnld word” in New York, has entirely
vanished from the restaurant field.

Warle's Hotel stood on Canal strest and
Contre =treet, and there the fortune of the
Earle famlly was made. After the closing
of this house Cen. Ferdinand P. Earle be-
came the proprictor of the Hotel Normand'e,
at Broandway and Thirty-eighth street, whieh
he bullt. He was the first landlord of ‘he
Hotel Netherland, at Fifth avenue and Wif-
ty-ninth wtreat. His sone for o time oper-
ated the Park Avenue Hatel

The Astor Mouse was New York's hest

known haotel for three generations, It was
hullt massively of granite, without exterior
arpamentation. Allen and Dam, its hest

known proprietors, conducted the house in n
conservative way, Except for the gvent ro-

apened a room with saw-

That Made City Hi:story

tunda—the place where the best luncheon
New York has cver known was served—the
ground floor was rented In stores. In Its
early days the Astor was patronized Ly so-
ciety, nnd historical balls and ether funec-
tlons were held there. It was the temporary
tome of all the famous people from all over
the world who wvisited New York. Tn 1860
Jenny Lind was n guest there, and it was
back to this famous hotel that she drove
after her great tiumph the night of her
debut In Ameriea at Castle Garden.

Great Vogue of the Metropolitan
In Centre of Dry Goods District

The Metropolitan Hotel was a brown-
stone structure which stoed at Broadway
and Prince street. It was the property of
A. T. Stewart and, being situated in the
ventre of the wholesale dry goode district, It
wis Jargely patronized by merchants viciting
New York. This houre was run from the
beginning on the Buropean plan, and [rom
1870 to 1880 its dining roem had the dig-
tnction of being the largest in New York.
Henry Clair condueted it during 1ts heyvday
of presperity. In the Motropolitan was in-
clufled Niblo's Garden, where gur grand-
fathers-—poor, simple souls! —were pleasantly
shocked by “The Black Crook™ and “Lydia
Thampson's Blondes.”

Henry Clair was. llkewlse the proprietor
for a time of the New York HMotel, an im-
posing (for the time) red brick bullding on
Brondway, extending from Washington plice
to, Waverley place, with fancifully wronght
grilles on jron balconles on each of the four
stories, This was the favorite inn of the
Southerners who used to come In droves to
summer in New York bofore the war, As
the lovely daughters of the South were In
the habit of coming out on the bulcanles to
breathe the svening alr, the New York and
ta vielnity became a promenade for male
New York.

Later Henry Cranston, whose name I8
aften heard In reminlscences of hotel New
York, ran this famous hotel, and In
fact under his management It touched It
sonith, He ja the same Henry Oranston
who bullt the West Point Hlotel, Cranston's,
on the bluff at Highland Falls on the Hud-
son.  This famous hotel has been t‘l"ﬂ\'l-l:ﬂ’

into a canvenl.

A few blocks above
the 8t. Denls, at one
hotel, famous for its “good cats” and &
few blocks below wuas the Southern Hotel
later called the Grand Central and still later
fand at the present writing) named the
Broadway Central. The last named house in
its early days was called a rival of the New
York Hotel, 1t was bullt in the early 70's
by the late E, 8, Higgins, the carpet manu-
facturer, who wanted and was willing to
pay for “the most palatial hotel In Ameriea”

In 1892 the house was bought by THly
Haines, n populur hotel man fram Boston,
who gave It the name it now bewrs, On the
stnlrway leading from the ofMice to the sec-
ond floor is the gpot where Edward 3. Stokes
shot Jim Fisk.

Site Interesting Theatrically
As Marking Famous Old Theatre

The site of this hotel is historically inter
esting. The rear of the building on Mercver
streel Covers the ground on whieh steod
Trivler Hall, later known us Burton's Lon-
don Theatra, Herg Edwin Booth played
“Hamlet" for 100 consecutlve performances,
then the longesy run of any theateleal pro.
duotion before n New York audience,

There are stlll Hving old men who pegret
the demolitlon of the Bt. Nicholas Hotsl,
which stood at Broadway and Bpring street
The cornerstone of thi=s imposing  whits
marble bullding was lnid September 24, 1801
D. Henry Halght built the hotel and named
it after the Bt, Nicholas Soclety, of which
he was an enthuslastic member, and the
soclety looked upon the place as @& 2econd
home., For thirty-threeyears It gave the lnw
o hotel customs, and every year saw many
banquets and other wsoclal events of great
interest taking place there,

Urlah Welsh, called “the prince of boni
faces,” opened the corn®stopes box whon the
bullding was pulled down in 1884, Fe found
thereln speeches of men of the Bt. Nicholas
Soclety and a copy of Tur New Youx Hgn-
ALD, dated the day the stone way lakd In
place. From the St. Nicholas Hotel grad-
uated many of the more prominent hotel
men of a later day, among them Samuel
Hawk and Gamliner Weothoerbes, who aponed
the Windsor Hotel on Fifth

the New Yorkg atood
tme a vary popular
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HAUNCEY M. DEPEW, OLDEST COMMUTER, PROVES IT

dles. The Kerosene lamp period came next
and this was considered to be a blg improve
ment. Plntsch gas lights were hrought ints
usge about 1885, 1 believe, and were halled a:
a wonderful boon to travel, The ehange
from these to electriclty began about fifteen
veurs ago and was graduodl

“The first steam Jocomotives deed for loeal
truffic were the so-called ‘Forney' engines
These old timers were double enderg, mada
to run forward or baclpward. They were
stundard gouge construction, tut so Hght
that & cow could butt them off the track
and sometimes did. The change In cosches
was a gradual development from the smal
wooden ones with open platforms to sixty
foot cars and then to the multiple unit cars
which seat elghtyv-two persons and cosi
$45,000, Atr the present time the coaches
used for local travel south of Crofbn on the
Hudson are multiple unit, and the rest are
standard coaches hauled by electric motors
ull steel

Bright Yellow and Light Green
Colors Used on Sister Roads

“In the earl; days a distinguishing feature
of commuting wios the variety of colors
marking the various divislons of the rafl-
roads. In the early elghties the Harlem road
used light green ears and the Hudson River
Railroad was known hy its bright yellow
conches, The earliest commutation zone
was pbout what it s to-day, stretohing as
far north ns Pawling and Peughkeepsie, but
it was a very different looking zone sixty
years ago than it is now. There were then
wide strewches of fleld and forest whern
there are now solidly bullt up communities.

“The flrst commuting was on a lmited
gcale, for there were comparatively - few
porsons—not more than 2,000 or 3,000, 1
should say—who travelled regularly up and
down “the river. I am only guessing at the
number, but It surely could not have ex-
ceeded it much. The growth in commuting
has been steady, but Its biggest development
according to the figures of the New York
Centen! Railroad, has been in the last decade.

“Commuting, I may add, has never been a
source of profit to the roads, but it s val-
uibilegto them because of assoclated Inter-
esty, YWhen communitles are bullt up o
traffic In freight necessarily arises. There-
foreppilronds have always encouraged com-
muting and have given service at extraordi-
narily cheap rates. The rate to-day, for ex
ample, Is six mills a m on the average
while the regular rate conts a mile,

“The first commutation tickets were sold
on an annual basis and were very much like
an annual pass, There was no punching by

the conductor then The holder did not
have to Identify himself by attaching =
photograph to the ticket Later on such
ticketa were sold on a semi-annual buasis
then on a quarterly hbasis and fpally the
monthly arrangemeont was adopted. Specn-

Intors, by the way, have always heen trouble
some to the commutation rallroads, and I
can recall the annoyance caused by these
sharks up to half a century ago, it seems
to me. Naturally, as traffic increased they
increased in numbers and boldness, and It 1=
because thely Megltimate activities have se-
rloualy cut Into receipts from commutation
that the New York Central has been forced
to make such striet regulations concerning
It commutation tickets

Gigantic Outlays Necessary
To Meet Demands of Commuters

“The gigantic proportions which ocemmu-
titdpn travel has assumed and the ogtlay 1t
has compelled the New York Central Radl
road to make is well lllustrated by the im-
provement of the road’s passenger terminal
facllities at the Grand Central Station. The
introduction of eléctric power over a zone
extonding over thirty miles out of New York
city Involved the complete reconstruction
of the terminal yvards as well as the build
ing of a great stution with the teack levels
excavated oul of solid stones

“Ineident to the improvemont, which was

legun in 1504, hundreds of thousands of
dollars had to be spent upon spbstantial bu!
temporary cons ction; new tracks, new
signide and many other t-‘.nl-a had to b
provided for temporary se, only to

ripped out agaln as the work progressed to
a permanent bagis. Whole areas of switohes
apd tracks in service were lowered over
night. The whole traln shed was taken dow
over the heads of passengers and new baild
ings were erected over moving trains,

“Street travel was maintalned over all
construction possible, and water and
sower pipes weoge changed withoeut interrup
tlon to serviee. Maore than 8,000,000 cuhl
yards of earth were exeavated, requirling
the exploding of more than 1,000,000 pounds
of dynamite. More than 125,000 tons of stee!
were erected add more than 350,000 cubie
yards of conorete were put In

“During all this time travel passed through

the terminal wikthout noticeable delay and
without the curtallment of sehedile or accl
dent to a passenger, although more than

160,000,000 passengers used the station while
constrictlon progressed.  With the terminat
completed and electrification installed, the
emoke and dirt that annoyed old time com
mutere hacame o thing of the past, T
yords were cloaned up, the overhead bridges
in Park avenue from Forty-sixth to Fifty

gixth street wore removed, the avenue was
remodelled inte one of the finost strects i
Nw York and 1 whole commuting situation
war improvoed a thousand per cent, We are

very proud of what was done in changing
the terminal, and it hag made the lot of om
hrand of commuter f much happler one
Fast Local Trains of To-day
Contrasted With Early Ones

“The fast local traing of to-day are vastly
different from the local tradne 1 used ever

thirty yvear= ago, Those who rode gularly
in those davs recall that the & they
stopped ot Fifty-ninth, Soventy-second

Eightyv-sixth and 110th stroels, and that onpes
could take New York Cgntral tealns to go
io the bhall ganmes. Frequent stops have beo
aliminated, and the fact that 243 New York
Central tradng are in and out of the terminn
every waekday shows the volume of
mutation travel

“In addition to tradns It must
romemberesd that thers 161 tralns in o
out aver the trancks of the Now York, New
Haven and Hariford. These figures do ne
ineMde speclals or extra sections of regulio
tralns,

"Pagsengoer travel In and out of the Gramn
Central Torminal shows & marked incren
being nearly 300 per cent, greater than 6
was thiFty years ago About 306,000 <o
muters e the New York Ceontral and )
New Hawen traing every day, and the' N
York Cantral alone, Including the Wes:
Shore rond, hondles 25000 conrmuters doflv *

Senator Depew atopped hers

oom

these

nye

“That's about all | can think of, 1 believs
I ald,

“T ean =oe™ T peplied why you hnve
pever kept o dlary. i "



